
Week 2:  Inexpressible Joy 
Date: February 7, 2021 
Passage: 1 Peter 1:3-9 
 

Small Group Discussion questions help us dig deeper, connecting Sunday’s 
sermons with our everyday lives. These questions have been designed to help Small 
Groups grow in their relationship with God, with one another, and with their neighbors. 
Please know that these questions are meant to be a resource to you. You do not have 
to follow them verbatim or get through them all. Use these questions in the way that 
best serves your Small Group. 

 
1. Read 1 Peter 1:3-9 
2. What stood out to you from the sermon? What challenged you? Encouraged you? 
3. This passage talks about hope. In our culture today, what are some common 

things that people put their “hope” in? 
4. Biblical hope is a confident expectation of what God has promised in the future 

that energizes life in the present. What in this world makes it difficult for us to 
hope in God? 

5. Peter explains that these Christians are grieved by various trials. What kinds of 
trials are most common for Christians in America today? 

6. Read Psalm 16:11 & 1 Peter 1:8. Both of these passages talk about the extravagant 
joy and pleasure that is available to us in God. But many Christians are not happy, 
or they give the impression that true happiness is found elsewhere. What makes it 
hard for us to believe that infinite joy can be found in Christ?  

7. C. S. Lewis said, “If we consider the unblushing promises of reward and the 
staggering nature of the rewards promised... it would seem that Our Lord finds 
our desires not too strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted creatures, fooling 
about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered us, like an 
ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot 
imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far too easily 

pleased.” Agree? Disagree?  
 

Pray: Ask God to give you the gift of joy found in Christ. Ask God for grace and 
perseverance in the face of trials. Ask God for grace and perseverance for the 
persecuted Church all throughout the world. Repent of the ways that you have looked to 
other things, besides Christ, to find true happiness. 


