
Week 3: Retaliating with Blessing
Date: May 16th, 2021
Passage: 1 Peter 3:8-12

Small Group Discussion questions help us dig deeper, connecting Sunday’s
sermons with our everyday lives. These questions have been designed to help Small
Groups grow in their relationship with God, with one another, and with their neighbors.
Please know that these questions are meant to be a resource to you. You do not have to
follow them verbatim or get through them all. Use these questions in the way that best
serves your Small Group.

1. Read 1 Peter 3:8-12
2. What stood out to you from the sermon and this passage? What challenged you?

Encouraged you?
3. We are challenged to pursue five inner qualities: 1.) unity of mind, 2.) sympathy, 3.)

brotherly love, 4.) a tender heart (compassion), and 5.) a humble mind. Which of
these five qualities is most challenging for you to do? What happens to the church
community when these qualities are absent?

4. Our passage commands us to “bless” those who show us evil. And Jesus
famously commanded us to “love our enemies.” What is your gut level emotional
reaction when you hear these commands?

5. Read Romans 12:14-21
6. First Peter 3:8-12 and Romans 12:14-21 are very similar. Chrisitanty puts forward a

shocking and unique ethic - love your enemies. How have you seen this teaching
confused or distorted? How have you seen this teaching live out in people's life?

7. Most of us will not be in danger of being killed by a “big enemy,” but we all have
“little enemies” in our life. Has there been a time in your life, even on a small scale,
where you experienced insults and hate? How did you handle it? How did God
help you through it?

8. Bible scholar Alfred Plummer said, “To return evil for good is devilish; to return
good for good is human; to return good from evil is divine.” Agree? Disagree?

Pray: Thank God for the blessings He has given you. Thank Jesus for the cross. Ask
God for the grace and strength to wisely know how to bless the “enemies” in your life.


